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= 1GHT Worſbipfull. The ſpeciall af- 
A fedtion that I beare to that louely 
Olme,wherof you are a ſpecial branch, 
and the duty , wherein 1 cuer remaine 
obliged wmo it, haning heretofore re- 
ceined pleaſ.nt nutrunre from thence, 
and delightful rifreſhing im the ſhade thereof, haue of- 
ten ſolicited me by one mcancs or other to ſhew and te- 
ftifre my thankefull minde to the ſame,and to your ſelfe 
in particle. Stluer and gold hane 1 nonenor any coſtly 
preſent but ſuch as 1 hane freely receiued,1 freely offer 
wnto you. The water is 4 common element ; yet when 
one Synzta haums nothing to offer to Artaxerxes 
paſſing by, he tooke water out of the riuer Cyrus, with 
both his hands, and offeredit to the king, w accepted 
it 45 a ſpecial gift, (as Fi/ianus recordeth) firſt , be- 
| cauſe water us the beſt element. Secondly , becauſe it 
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was taken out of Cyras. So the Ayre & the Light are 
common, and 1 not hauing any gift to preſent you with- 
all , «m glad to offer the Light umo you , which 7 hope 
ſhal finde ſpecial acceptance with you. Firſt becauſe that 


of many hehts this # the beſt light , 71umg light to all | 


other lights of the naturall ſoule , without which they 
are witer darkene(ſe,cuen as the leſſer lihts of the fir- 
mament are but darke and dead boadtes without the 
light,and witall influence of the Sun. Secondly, becauſe 
this light ariſeth,1nd ſhineth out of another world then 
i either the Macrocoſme or Microcoſme,to wit,the 


ſpiritual world,which « the word and Church of God: 


But though this light be common, becauſe it is offered to 
all, and ſhineth wnto all, yet it w receiued of few becauſe 
darke earthy boates cannot receiue the hight : in which 
reſpect it becommeth a proper and ſpecial light, and 1 
make no doubt, but that you are one of thoſe few , who 
deliobt in this light : and therefore 1 truſt will alſo ac- 
cept this as a ſpecial gift, which u pretions and ſpeciall 
in it ſclfe, though it be not ſpecially , but oulgarly ſet 
forth by me,towhom the exhubuting and ſhewing there- 
of to the world alſo commuted. The Lord protec} 
and condutt you in the way eerlaſting. 


From Petterwike in Holand,neere 
Boſton, 1n Lincew. 1 6 1 6. 
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Tonn 8. 12. 
Then ſpake I: 5 v 5 againe to them, ſaying, 1 am 
" the light of theworld : he that followeth meſhall | 
not walke in darkneſſe , but ſhall haue the light 
of be 
Tn no noge-p)HESE words containe a 


ker 


WEzRzAG [| Sermon of our Sauiour 
1 Chrift, preached to the 
[ Iewes in the Temple : 


al red, the Preface and the 
principall Scope. The 
Si Ir IEER vi} Preface is in the former 
AL25 2000 ©2220 words | Then ſpate leſs 


king [/e/4« ſpake:) his (peaking is amplified by a note of 
ſedulitie and oftenneſle in ſpeaking [ Spake agarne.) Sc- 
condly, The perſons to whom he ſpake, [rothem) viz. 
the people of the Iewes, flocking together about him, 


| not to the Phariſies . Thirdly, The time when, [ben] 
& 3 that 


| Whcrein two things are | 
principally to be conlide- | 
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| ro them &c.) Wherein | 
conſider theſe circumſtances : Firſt, The perſon (pea- | 
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The Light of the World. | 
that is,cither after this rime when the Phariles had temp- | 
ted him, vpon occalion of a woman taken in ad-iterie, 
or elſe in che great and laſt day of the tealt of Faberna- 
cles , as ſome thinke z but whether , it matrereth not 
much, 

Whereas it is ſaid,that he ſpake to them againe, hence 
we obſerue, and learne that Chriſt v a5 mult diligent, ls- 
boric-us , and paincfull tm his calling, being in all things 
agſw.rable tu rhe commandement and will of his tather, 
He was ofren «cary, hungry,thirttie with erauatling, and 
preaching; neither fainting, nur failing therein through 
want of earth'y reward (as the maner of earthly men is) 
nor diſcouraged therefrom «1th che feare of his enc- 
mies In the Chapter atoregoing the Lewes leeking ro 
kill him, he trauailed into Galilee, and from thence a- 
bout che middie of the Fealt to [erutalem «gaine,where 
he taught continually 1the Temple vl the end of the 
laſt day of the Fealt, then he wene into the mount Oli- 
uct to reſt and refreſh hinileife, and carely in the mor- 
ning he came againe into the Temple to preach. By 
which Hiſtory, and many other places. it is apparent, 
that Chriſt was continually employed in the ations of 
his calling. Hereupon it is that /obnlaith,Cap.2 1,2 5.1f all 
things were written that Jeſus ſpike , and 11 I ſuppoſe 
the world could hardly containe the bookes , that ſhould 
be written of bim : which words he vtrered out of rhe 
conlideration , and review of Chriſts great and dayhe 
pains in teaching, preaching,& working miracles,which 
he thought could not more fitly be expretſed than by 
ſuch an hyperbolicall kinde of (peaking. Likewiſe, /ohb. 
4 34. Chrilt was wearicd with trauaile, andthirſtie, ha- 
wing neither drunke, nor eaten any thing lince the mor- 
ning , it being now mid-day , therefore his Diſciples 
praved him to cate; but he anſwered, / hawe meats to eats 
that yee know not of : My meate is , that ] may doe the 
will of bum that ſent mee, and finiſh bus works. As it he 
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had ſaid; though meate be now nec<(larie for me, I ha- 
uing faſted thus long,yet is the doing of my fathers wil, 
and finiſhing of his worke more neceſlaric z therefore 
occalion of preaching,by the comming of the Samari- 
tans, at this inſtant, being offered, I mult forget bodtly 
hunger, I muſt not now regard bodily meate, but I mult 
redeeme the preſent occalion, with negle of my body 
and bodily ſuſtenance. Likewiſe, ſfath.2 6.55.1 ſate dayly 
teaching in the Temple among you, Cc, 

Hereby the Miniſters of Chriſt, are taught by his 
exampleto be laborious and painfull in the faithfull dif- 
charge of their office, in the diltruQtion of the king- 
dome of {inne and Satan, and in gathering and building 
vp the Church and kingdume of Chrilt, ſeeing that he 
hath ſent them in like manner az his father {ent him, 
as himſelfe ſaith. In /0h.4.35.Chrilt exhorteth his Diſci- 
= to performe the dures of faithfull labourers inthe 

rds harueſt, to be carefull in reaping his fruits ; his 
argument is drawn from the compariſon of earthly har- 
ueſt-labour, Say yee not , there ave yet foure months , and 
then commeth the harneſt ? cc, As if he ſhould (ay, 
you are (o carcfull for this carthly harueſt, that you 
count the moneths , the weekes, and dayes till harueſt 
come, ſo hungarly doe you looke for it, and painefully 
labour in itz buethe Lords harveſt, for which you oughe 
to be as careful,is even now at hand,for yee may ſcethe 
regions already white to the harueſt,therefore you mult 
not now be fo caretull for bodily meate, as to labour in 
the Lords haruelt, and to delight your ſoules in his 
worke doing, cuenin reaping and gathering ſoules into 
his barne, redeeming all times and occaſions with lofſe 
of your meate, drinke, reſt, (leepe,plealures &c. cuen as 
earthly men do in the reaping and ining of their fruits, 
Furthermore he inforceth this exhortation by an argu- 
ment drawne from the eff -& ;namely,the reward of the 


harue(t-labour, verſe 36, He that reapeth receineth wages, | 
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ftarrer, for ener and ener. loh.15.16.1 haue choſen you, and 


fruit remame,i,to eternal life, Hence ir is,that Paw! faith, 
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| men, Rem.12+6.7.8.Epheſ,4.28.z Theſ.3,10. Gen,3,19. 
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and yathereth frait to eternall fe, The wages is cternall 
lite , and the belecuing ſoules are crernall , Dan; 12. 3. 


They that turne many ts righteouſneſſe , foal ſhine as the 


ordained you, that ye goe and bring forth fruxt, and that your 


1 Theſ.2.1 9. What « our bope, or 103,07 crowne of reioyeing, 
are not you euen it, in the preſence of owr Lord leſus { brit 
at his comming ? yes, you are our glory and toy, The Lord 
inioyneth /eremie this duty,with denunciation of venge- 
ance annexed,if he fayled thercin. /er.1.17.7r»ſſe vp thy 
loyns CF ariſe and ſpeake wnto them all that [ command thee, 
be not afraid of their fates , leaſt I deſtroy thee before them, 
The conlideration hereof is a (pur to Pawlexciting im 
tothe (crious performance of this dutic. i Cor.g.16.Ne- 
ceſſitie is layd pon me, Jand woe 1s mo me, if I preach not 
the G/pell : And heereupon is it, that he (o ſtraightly 
chargeth Timethie,2/Tim.4.1.2.] charge thee before God, 
and before the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which ſhall cudge the quick. 
and the dead at his appearing and in bis Kingdome : Preach 
the word , be inſtant ,,» [eaſon and ont of ſeaſon , cc, Thele 
conliderations of the reward on the one lide,and of the 
puniſhmene on the other , ſtirred vp the Apoſtles to 
preach the Goſpell with all boldneiſe and conſtancie. 
Ad.3.14 15. At 413.19.20.Ail.5.29.30, At 7.51.52. 
Yea, ioytully to ſuffer aflictions, Af.s5 41.7 hey reiozced 
that they were counted worthy to ſuffer rebuke for the name 
of Chriſt, 2 Cor.11.,23.to 29, 

Secondly, this teacherth every man to labour in his 
calling carefully and conſcionably, approuing bimſelfe 
in all cthingsto God, to a good conſcience, and to goed 


Gen,31.6, 

Furthermore, whereas it is (aid that he ſpake to them, 
itis to be vad:r(tood of che multitude, though the Pha- 
riſes in the next verſe make replic. For Chriſt preached | 


not | 
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ne peo nge! opens 
being among(t people enat Came to ,as 
| ſpics » to watch him, and to catch ſome thing from his 
mouth, that they might haue whereof to accuſe him, 
| Lac.t1 54- Therefore, becauſe they were bur dogs, and 
ſwine, 5, contemners , and perſecutersof the Word, ve- 
terly forſaken of God, and leftto them(clues , hecaſts 
not the holy of God,the pearles of the Goſpell, 
before them, Mab.7.6. but in all places where he hath 
rs + ns na" ar 
fureth them , or or nei- 
ther inſtruting, exhorting, nor dchorting them, which 
had beencin vaine , and to no purpole. TT hus much of 


the Preface. 

the Scope, It is an exhortation, which 
is not ſimply » but implycd in the reaſon 
thereof, The exbortation is [ follow me:] It isenforced by 
| tworcalons, the firſt negative, { He that foloweth mee ſhall 
wot walks in darkeneſſe.) The ſecond affirmative [but foal 
Rc} —_— — 
their.principle or ground, [ / am» the Light of the World.) 
Of theſe foure things in order as they lic in the text. 


; I. I am the Light of the World, 


It is an vſuall thing in the Scriptures to repreſene 
en heauenly things , by bodily and carthly 

| | 6% ger mon behold heauen- 
ly things » aleboug curely , which notwit handing 
wee cannot otherwiſe perceiue, and ſce immediately, 
being too glorious,and vehement obtects for vs, Ther- 
| fore as we cannot behold the light of the Sun in the 
} Sun,but by reflexion thereof in the Moone,jin the (tars, 
1 inthe water,or other bright body,or elſe by refration 
| thereof in the miſtie ayre : ſo the ſoule, while it is in 


the body, hcarcth, (ceth, IR mg 


ttt. 
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with the body , and in a bodily manner; and therefore 
is not capable of ſuch hearing , ſeeing, vaderſtanding, 
imagining,as it ſhalbe when it is ſeperate from the body, 
Hence it ts that Pax! faith, 2 Cor. 13. 12. Wee wow ſee 
through a glaſſe darkely : We conceine of Heauen by a Cutie, 
|| whoſe walls, pavements and manſions are of gold pearle chry- 
ſftal,emerald,ch c,Rew.2 1 We conceine of Hel by a darke dun- 
, 4 ſtinging ſerpent, a gnawing worme , a burning rmer 
fb PA Ele 39.33- Sv bibs the wiſedome, love, 
mercy, and goodneſle of God in ſaving his cle, reues- 
ted by,and/in Feſus Chriſttorhe world, is cal ed Light. 

And becavſe light and darkenetſe are m 2ch vicd in 
the Scriptures, I will fpeake alittle of this mm wteriall, and 
bodily light ; becauſe it giueth light, and vn Jerſtanding 
not onely to thar, oeyer may be ſpoken of in this 
text, but to many other places of Scriprure, 

The Light is in ſubſtance cleane,pure;beautifull,ſub- 
tile, ſimple, vniforme , voide of all mixture, free from 
outward pollution, and may more fiely be com to 
che ſubſtance of the higheſt Heauen,which is the taber- 
nacle, or Sanitum Sorfforum of God, and his Angels, 
than toany carthly thing.Such is che glory of the —_ 
that the eye cannot behold it, being ina ſubieR of ne- 
ture like it ſelfe, as the Sunne is- . 

Againe, the light is pleaſant, delightfull , cheerefull, 
comfortable, ioyfull , hopefull, For the light is the 
life of the world , and of every living creature, and the 
abſence of light is the- deſtrufion of 'euery creature. 
It is the life of the worldirra double refpedt + firſt, in 
reſpe@-of the vital} vertue 7 ſeeondly;'trr reſpect of 
" Theviat fehetight oughoue 

4,Thevitall-power ofthe lightis diſperfedt 
all nature,'rom ehe higheſt Heaven, ihe fr das. Cv" 
earth , comprehending, and conteyning all things'inie. 
And though iegivert> riot light to the eye ih'all (iiige, 
yerit ſbitierh inviſtbly ineocry thing }4hole vertue ful. | 
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taineth, inuilibly,ſence , motion, and life in all creatures, 
and without which che vertucs , and operations of the 
ſtarres aboue, and elements below, are fruitle(le , liue- 
leſſe and dead 2 ſothat Light being a materiall creature 
in it (elfe, is the common life, and forme of cuery crea- 
ture. And this is the light that God created the fir(t 


day. 
I1.The light is the life of the Werld,in reſpeR of the 


| ſhining » for if chere were no light, all things ſhould be 


hid io darkenelle, and inviſible, and thereforecould no- 
thing aooue without (tumbling , and falling , oeither 
knuw whether to goe, /oh.12.35. And what could be 
looked for but (udaine death ? Againe,withourt light we 
ſhould haue no knowledge of any thing: the irmament, 
and clements,with all their creatures hould be inviſible 
to ve,chere ſhould be nothing but blindneile, ignorance, 
feare, horror, ſorrow, deſpaire, we ſhould be farre worſe 
than the priſoner that lies in the bottome of a naſtic 
dungeon : Yea, if the light of che Sunne were not, the 
World ſhould be a very pifture , and reſemblance of 
Hell, a confulion of bea(ts, foules, and men, every one 
treading other vnder foote,yea all things ſhould be min- 
gled rogether into one Chao md 
nothing but hunger, thirſt, cold, nakedneſle, fares, ter- 
rours, mourning , and wailing , continusll dying, one 
) another. Conlider therefore a is 
the necellitie, excellencie,glory and felicitic of the light, 
_ is A life of the CR Hence it is that light is 
vice in the Scripture ro ſignibe good, and darkeneſſe 
euill, Light (ignifiech the glory of Heauen, the eſſence, 
and holineſle of God, the lonne of God,the doftrine of 
the Goſpell, naturall vnderſtanding, knowledge, and 
wiſedome ig the minde, the knowledge of the glory 
and wiſedome of God in the (aluation of the cle, ho- 
lineſle of life , Chriſtians, felicitic, and proſperitie, life. 
Contrarily, darkeneile ſignifieth Hell, the paines and 
B 2 
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The Light of the World. 
torments of Hell, ſinne and wickedneſſe, the blindneſſe 
and ignorance of man (ince the fall, ſinfull and Juſtfull 
living , —_— - = not God, —_— and 
miſeric , _ e things are generally [1gnified 
Light and Darkenelle. F ” 

But for the clearing of this perticular place, the light 
hath foure ſpeciall ſignificacions, Firſt, It ſignifierth God, 
that is, the Trinitic in the Vnitie. Secondly, lt ſignifieth 
the Father, Sonne, and holy Gholt, that is the Vaitie in 
the Trinitie, Thirdly , it ſignifieth the DoQtrine of the 
Goſpell. Fourthly, ir ſignifieth Chriſtians ; and Chri- 


ſtian life. 
the firſt ſignification, It is fayd,z 7eb.1.5. 
God us Light , and in him «© no darkeneſſe. Az if he ſhould 
lay » is holy. This holineſle of the Diuine nature 
ſtanderth:Firſt,in the life, and incomprehenſible eſſence, 
indo Secondly, in his other eſſentiall pro- 
perties,as ,wiſedomeziuſtice,mercy 
OE ERELY 
, and felicitic, And as God is all light, ſo 
there is no lighe without himyfor all that is without him, 
is darkencſle, and impuritie, 
the ſecond (ignification, 1.God the father | 
is the light of the world, burthis light in himis inuilible 
to the world ,and to Angels, 1 Tim.6.16, Who onely hath 
inanortalitic , and dwelleth in the Light which none can at- 
taine wnts, [ob.1.1%. No man bath ſcene God at any time. 
Wiſ.9.13 #hat man i he,that can know the Conn(cll of God; 
or who can thinks what the will of God is 1 Allo, Ne mar | 
knoweth the father but the ſonne, cc, Therefore this light | 
of the world inthe perſon of the father is hid & inviſible. 
JI, God the Senne is the light of the world, by com- 
munication from the father, and in him is the light, and 
life of the world manifeſt, and viſible, which was hid in 
God from cuerlaſting. 1ob.5.3 6. e: the father hath life 
mn himſclfe, ſo bath he ginen to the Sonne to baue life in him- 
| felfe. | 
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ſelfe. For this cauſe is he called the image ofthe inuiſible 
God, and brightneſle of his glory , whoſe glorious na- 
ture, wiſedome, and goodnefle ſhineth in the ſonne, 
who withthe father, is one and the ſame Ged. Heb.1,3. 
Hence it is, that he is called the wiſdome of the father, 
becauſe he perfeRtly knoweth all ſecrers hidden in the 
father. And he is in ſpeciall manner called the Word, 
becauſe he reucaleth theſe ſecrets, and this light to the 
| World,in mans nature, and by mans voice. /eb.,1.18, No 
mus bath ſcene God at any time: the ſonne which i in the 
boſome of the father, he hath declared bum, 
The Sonne therefore is the light , and life of menin a 
double reſpeR. I, Chriſt is the light and life of man in 
the worke of creation:for by participation of his life,and 
lighe, he recciued life , motion, ſence ,and knowledge. 
Tob.1.4. In it was life, and the life was the light of men. 
IT, Heis the life, and light of man inche worke of 
: in which eſpe , here be calls himſclfe 
the light of the World. The former naturall life, and 
light , which we receiued from him in the creation, is 
turned into derkeneſſe and death, chrough the enuy of 
the Deuilh, and ſinnc. So that naturally we arc without 
God, withour light, without life, lying io the darkenelle 
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and dwelt among vs, z /oh.1.1, That which was from the 
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beginning ( even Chrilt, God eternall ) which we haze 
heard (cuen the ſame Chriſt made man) which we baxe 
ſeene with our ties , which we have looked pon, and our 
bands bane bandled , of the word of life declare wee unto 
3”. The Sonne therefore i 2ur life, light, and fehicitie: 
| he alone of God ts made vnto vs, wiſedome, righteoul- 
: Cor.1.zo. | neſle, lanRtification and redemption, x Cor.1.30, This 
c is « plaine expolitiun of theſe words, [ 1 «ws the 
ight of the World ;\ for heere the Apoſtle excludeth a 
man wholly from himſelfe, as nothing bur darkenetlc 
and death, and (ettech forch our (pirituaſl, and lively be- 
ing,and manner of being in Chriſt, I. Hee «© owr 1/e- 
dome: All ſaving and true wiſedome isin Chrilt,for God 
hath fully reuciled himſelfe in Chriſt, and by him to vs, 
Coloſz.z. and by noother meancs, Co/oſ.2,2 . In him are bid allthe 
treaſures of Wiſedows and knowledge,and if all be.in bim, 
| then without him is nothing, 11. He is made onr r1ghteouſ- 
| eſſe , that is to ſay, by Him;and in himalone we arc ac- 
| cepted and beloued of God, For,firlt he alone by him- 
ſelfe hach purged our (innes : Secondly , his obedience 
alone is impured toys for righecouſneſſe, In which two 
; things ſtandeth the righteouſneile of faith , by which 
| God is our God, and we arc his people. [11.He « our ſan- 
| Clifcation:By nature we are profanc,without God in the 
| world, a matle of filchinefle, and impuritic, Gen. 8. 21. 
\ Eſay 64.6, Job. 14. 4. but by the fpirit of Chrift, wee ave 
| mortified,and renewed mm affettions xwill, + exen in the ſpurits 
of our mundes, Rom.$.10, Epbeſc4, 22.24.24. INI. He 
| 43 our redemption: As if tie ſhould fay , by him alone 
wee are redermed both from the bondage of Gnne, and 
milcrie that cormech by finne. This redemption is be- 
| gun in this life, being delivered from the bondage of | 
Ion , and acculation of en cuill conſcience, and 
inthe end of this life , when the ſoule is (epe- 
race frem the burthen of the fleſh ; bur conſurate, and 
bniſhed in che reſurreQtion of the laſt day, when gow 
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and ſoule being revnited and ioyned tugether, ſhall re- 

maine for cyer with Chriſt in his kingdome of glory, 
Now, that which the Apoſtle faith there, ehar Chriſt 

is our wiſedome , righteouſnetle, ſanRification and re- 


Apoltle, Coleſ.2.8 9. Beware leaſt there be any —_— 
[pos through philoſophies and vaine decent through the 
Ro men , according ro the rudmnents of the —) 
and not after Chrift : for in him dwelleth ai the fulneſſe of 
the god-head, beauy. 

Li. The holy Ghoſt is the light ofthe world, Though 
God the Sonne be the wiſedome and word of the father, 
giving light and life to the ſpiritual} world, that is, the 
companie of the regenerate , euen as the Sun giueth 
light and life to the materiall world: yet the world, that 
is the vnregenerate, living in the darkeneſſe of igno- 
rance and ſinne, doe not comprehend , nor receive this 
CEN morethen the dead eye,or budy is beau- 
hed by the light ef the Sun to ſee and live therewith. 
lob.1.5; the hgbt fbuneth in the darkoneſſe , and the darke- 
| neſſe comprebended it not. 11. He came vnto hit owne and 
bus owne receined him not. E/ay ; 3.1. Who will beleexe our 
repert, and ts whom u« the arme of the Lord reweiled ? Joh, 
12.37. Thowgh be did -many mails before them , yet they 


| beleened not m him, So that the father is the founaine of 


Wghey:the Sonne» is light begorren. of che wigs and 
woke fleſh on him to. manifelt, and participatethislight 
to vs, & the holy Ghoſt is light proceeding from both, 
| beiog ſentof the Father and the Soune to enlighten vs. 
Butthe$on isthe light ofthe Worldina more peculiar 
maner,becanſe he is Emanuel, and in,and by himyi# the 


| werke bf our.eceicmprion wrought, dut yet with checo- 


ul ME _ operation 


100, allonewitt-chaer, which Chriſt faith heere, | 
1 am the light of the world + Therefore if any man deſire 
to know more wildome,or other wiſedome, more righ- | 
teoulnelle, or other righteouſnelſe , more redemption, | 
or other, in whole, or inthe leaſt part, let him heare the | 


 Colol.2.8.9. 


Toh.1.5. 


Elay 53-1. 
loh.12.37. 


———— 


= | The Light of rhe World. hk 


I i | 
opcrationof the father, andthe holy Ghoſt , as if three 
men ſhould weaue « coate, and the third weare ir. Sochat 
the Trinitie in the Vnitic, and the Vaicic in the Trinitie, 
is thelightof che World. 
Concerning the third (ignification. The DoQtine of 
the Golpell,is the light of the World. There be ſundry 
. Do&trines , and arts inthe World, which arelights alſo, | 
but they are naturall lights,noe lighes of life ; there is no 
yertue in theſe lights to quicken the morrtall body, or to 
reuiue the dead ſoule: the Doftrine of the Goſpell is on- 
|! [| Toh 66; ly thelight of life. /ob. 6. 63. The word: that / [peaks ts 
you, are ſpirit and life, Job, 17.3. Pſal.t119.105, lob.24.13, 
Concerning the fourth ignification : Chriftians, and | 


Chriſtian life are the lighe of the World, and eſpecially | 
{a Cer.aqb. | the Miniſters of the Word, 2 Cor.4.6. God that conp- | 
manded the light to ſhine out of darkeneſſe , is bee which 

bb | bath ſbined in our bearts , to give the light of the know- 
| ledge of the glory of God im the face of Chriſt Jeſms. | 
ath.5.14. Tee are the light of the World. Epbeſ.$5.8, | 
Tee were once darkeneſſe , but now are yee light in the Lord, 
that is » you are now enlightened by the word of truth, 
| Phil.15. | let your conuerſation be according to the truth, Ph. 2. 
| 15. Beblameleſſe and pure, and the ſomes of God, without 
reproofe in the middeft of a naughtie and crooked nation , 4- 

Pro.4.18. wong whom yee ſhine, as lights in the world, Prou.4.18. The | 
w47 of the righteous ſhineth as the light, more and more onto | 

| the . Hereupoen the es of the regencrate, 
Rom.13-12- | are called the workes of light, Rews.1 3.1 2, Put onthe ar» 
| ' monr of light, 5, honeſt behaviour, | 
| } Notwi all chat hath beene ſaid, we muſt | 
| know, that Chriſt, the Goſpell, and Chriſlias 
| life, bethe light of the world, yetthe world, namely the | 
yaregenerate,comprehend nor,nor ſee this light, becauſe 
po mR_s Ledgi, end Hghe on be darke» 


Cc 
Know therefore, that as Chrilt was reputed in the | 
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world, ſo were the Prophets before him, and the Apo- 
(Hes after him, and in ſuch fort are the true Minilters, 
and true belecuers eſteemed inthe world, Marke what 
E(ay faith of Chriſt,chap.8.18. 7 and the children which | 
thou haſt given me, are 4s fignes and wanders mn [[racl, i, as 
monſters. As Darid ſaith, Behold I am become a monſter 
unto many. And [ohn ſaith of him,/[ob.1.1 0. He was in the | Toh.r.ro. 
world,and the world was made by bim, ang the world knew 
bim not. Jobn 9. 29, Chriſt himſclfe ſaith, 2.. 11.19. | Mat.ri.1g. | 
The ſoune of man us counted 4 glutton, a drinker of wine, 4 
companion of Publicans and ſamers. Mat.t 7.63. He is coun- 
ted a deceiner, Mat.9.34. A ſorcerer. [0b,$.48. A Samari- | 
tane and to hae the dine!l, Mark, 3.21, His kinsfolkes lay | 
bold on him, (wppoſing him to be beſide himſelfe, Ioh,9.24, lob g-14. 
The Pharifies know hins to be a fomer. If Chriſt was thus 
reputed of, who neuer (inned,endin whoſe I__ 
and works,the Maicſty, power, and glory of God appea- 
red,yea through which, as through a chryſtall, his diui- | | 
nity ſhined forth to the world;how much more then the | 
| 
| 
| 


— —___ 


children of God that are clogged with infirmities ? No 
maruell is iethough they be counted the vileſt,and moſt 
contemptible perſons of all other, Seethe cauſe hereof. 
wd.2.22,They doe not underſland the myſteries of God por | 
can diſcerne the honour of the ſoules, that are faul:leſſe. The 
caulc of this ignoranceand going aſtray is, ver/.2 1,7 her 
owne wickedveſſe hath blinded thew, Iob.3.19, This is the | Tob.z-19. | 
condemnation of the world, that light is come into the world, 
and men loued darkneſſe more then light becauſe their deeds 
were exill, T he wicked hate the light becaule it diſcourrs | 
linne, which they loue; againe the righteous louethe | 
light, becauſe it diſcouers (inne,which they hate,and ma- | 
nifelterh the right way vnto them, into which they de- 
liretoenter,and wherein they delightto walke., | 
|  Theworldknew not the Prophets that were before 
| Chriſt, But what part or people of the world? The Pha- 
| rilics, Amorites, Ammonites, Moabitcs, Edomites ? No | 
| EE C maruell | | 


”*” OI” On" EO 


— 
—_— 


atom 


_ ae. 4 


_— 


S — —— 


- 


AQs 5.38. 


Excch.16.46, 


The Light of the World. 


maruell if theſe knew them nor. But the Church of God, 
the Iſraclices knew them not : yea,they were worſe then 
the Aliants. For the Niniuites perſecuted not lonas, but 
belecued God. lona.3.4 5.c.But the Iſraclites perſecy- 
tedal the Prophets with deriſion, contempe, impriſon- 
ment,death, A&.7.5 2.hich of the Prophets hane not your 
fathers perſecuted,and they hane ſlune them that ſhewed be- 
fore of the comming of that wſt, cc. Which were the 
ſlaughter-houſes of the Prophets, and Saints, before 
Chriſt ? cucn Semaria and /erwſalem, Mar. ;, 37.Euen 
[cruſalem, where was the Temple and worſhip of God, 
where aboue all places in the world, Gods name was 
called ypon, &zec.16,46. Thy eldeſt ſiſler s Samaria, thy 
younger ſiſter is Sodome, 

Againe,the world, knew not the Apoſtles, that were 
after Chriſt. In As 5.28. the preaching of the Goſpel « 
counted ſedition, andrebetion. In verſe 38, 39. Gamalicl 
a DoRor uf the Law doubteth whether it be of God, ur 
of men, comparing the Apoltles to Thexdas and Judas 
ot Galde,that made infurreRtion in the dayes of tribute. 
In Atts 14-5.Panl iv counted 4 peſtilent fellow, 4 moouer 
of [edition,a maintaemer of the ſet of the Nazarues, In the 
veil. 14. his doQtrine is called Hereſie,chap. 2 6.44, /Mad- 
weſſe.1,Cor.4. 13 We are counted the of-(caurings of al things, | 
And lobxthe Baptilt,that camein the way of rightcoul- 
nellc,is ſaid to have the diuel]. 

In the primitive Church what cuiils ſocuer happened 
tothe City,or prouinces of Reme,wherher famine, peſti- 


| lence, earth-quakes, warres, vnſcaſunable weather, the 


Chriltians were thought to be the cauſes thereof: where- 
upon roſe great perſecutions;whereas indeed they them- 
ſelues were the caules thereot, which by reaſon of their 
vnbelicfc,and malice,brought theſe iudgements of God 
vpon thei owne heads. And herein note the condition 
of this blinde world, it alwayes hath becae and is ſuſpiti- 

ous 
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tious ofthe truth, and the true profciſiun thereof, fea- 
ring and dreading the ſame,asan enemy to their peace, 
and ſafety.Worldly peace,rclt,ſafcry, liberty,profperiry 
is all that the carnall man ſeeketh tor, or careth for,ma- 
king theendof their owne doings and Gods doings 
alſo, the relt,caſc, and pleaſures of their bodies, and the 
pompous gloryfying of their p-rſons, 

W hatſocucr 13 above this, and for God, they take to 
be againſt them, becaulc they arc againlt God, though 
not in outward ſhew, yetin ſpirit,yea, making cthemſelucs 
their owne Idols, /eh.11.48. If we let him alone, all men 
will beleene in hum and the Komanes will come an1 take away 
both our place, and the N.ut1on ,Thele worldly Politicians, 
whole po'icy was not guided nor (caſoned with grace, 
arc a'raid of Chriſt and Chriſhan profcſhion. If we let 
him thus alone,ſay they, all men will belceue him to be 
the Propher and Mcſlias that ſhould come,and ſo make 
him King:which when Ceſar heareth, he will come wich 
an invincible hoſt againſt vs, and veterly deſtroy this 
City,and the « hole nation : Therefore our (afeſt courſe 
is, by ſome mcanesto plot his death : which plotand 
which meanes was the cauſe of the ſame deſtruRion that 
they feared :for the Romance Emperour camezandtooke 
away their place and nation,becauſe they ſlew the ſonne 
of God,and perſecuted the Goſpell. Theſe wicked wret- 
ches never feared that their infidelity, pride,couetouſnes 
oppreſſion, hypocrilie, ſhould be the cauſes of their 
rume,burrhey feared the Goſpell,and godly life. Againe, 
A® 5.24. Thechiefe Prieſt & Saduces had put the Apo- 
(tes in priſon, buran Angel delivered them in'thenight, 
and commanded them to preach inthe Templethe next 
day.Now thechicfe Prieſt and the Captaine of the Tem- 
ple and the high Pricſts,hearing what was done,doubred 
of them whereunto this would grow. Theſe carnall and 
gracele(ſc politicians regarding only theeſtabliſhing of 
their place, and of clues,and of all things for them. 
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ſelucs, feared an alteration, & doubted whether it would 
inthe end proue to be with them or again(t them. And 
| becauſe indeed thatitcould not but be again(t them/ for 

the preaching of Ieſus to betheſonne of God, the Prince 
and Saviour of the world muſt needs coruince them of 
| rebellion and murther,totheir veter diſgrace, ſhame,and 
| confulion,among all the people) therefore they labou- 
| red byall meanesto murther the Apoltles,& to quench 
| the light of the Goſpell. In like fore very many in theſe 
| times,hanging between _—_— and proteltancy,doubt, 
and haue long doubted what this geare will grow to 


_— —— — 


inthe end 3 In the meanc time not regarding at all what 
their vabelcefe, pride, oppreſlion, couctoulnelle, epicu- 
riſme,and mocking will grow to, 

Furthermore,asthe world in all times and ages here- 
tofore hath not knowne the (traight paths of God; ſoin 
theſe preſent dayes of ours thetrue and right profeſsion 
of Chriſtianity is counted of many puritaniſa1e,and pre- } 
ciſenelTe,phantaſticalneſſe,affeFanion of lingularity, and 
hypocrilie. True it is indeed,that as there are true Pres- | 
chers, and true belecuers, (o Satan ſtirs vp counterfeirs, 
that hauc an outward ſhew and reſemblance of them,but 
are not purged from their inward hithineſle : Theſe are 
they that worldlings ſtumbleat, concluding thus, euen 
ſo arethey all,therefore their profelsion is but a kind of 
ſeR; andto follow the common courlc, and praQtiſe of 
the world,isthe (ureſt and fafeft way. Here Satan hath 
his deſire. Againe if any godly man that hath alwayes 
made conſcience of his wayes, ſhall offend, though of 
| meercinfirmity,or occalioned by ſome ſtrong temprati- 

on,but yetſo as he may 1uſtly be taxed, why thenthe mat- | 
ter is now out of all doubt; both he and all of his rancke 
arc hypocrites,and none elle : ſuch is the blindnes of the 
world, andeheir prziudicate opinion of the children of | 
z0d. But now to conclude this firſt part, let meleaue 
this as a bone for the world to gnaw os, that ſtumbling | 
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| blockes ſhall ever be caft before the feer of che wicked» 


yet ſhall the lanterne of Gods word fhine vnto them, 
to guide them without Numbling or erring ; notwith- 
ſtanding (tumble they will, and fall downegeuen to the 
breaking of their necke ; for their owne wickednetle 
blindeth chem, yca and they doe wiltuily out of the hard- 
neilc of their hearts clole their eyes againſt the waycs 
of truth, becauſe the waies of crrour, death,& deſtruftion 
arc morepleaſant vnto them. T hus much of the princi- 
ple or ground of the reaſons enforcing the exhortati- 
on,which fulloweth nextin order to be (ſpoken of. 


II, Hethat followeth me, 


CC — _—— 


There are ſundry ſorts of followers, 1. Yong gentle- | 


men, that are trained vp for education lake vnder great 
——_ ﬀ. and for experience, countenance, and pre- 

ermentlake inthe world, are called their followers. 11. 
They that hold on ſome ſc& of the Philoſophers 
{choolegare called their followers, 111. T bey that faſhi- 
onand conferme themſcluesto the example of any man 


_— - 


that excelleth in any faculty,are called his followers, but | 


thele are (ecular followers, and not pertinent to this 
place, 

When Chriſlthe lightand life of theworld preached 
the Golpell of (aluation to the world; in the outward 
forme and appearance of th: Prophets that were before 
him,and of his Apoſtles and miniſters after bim,confirs 
ming his doQtrine with miracles, he had diuers followers, 
I. Some fullowed him to be cured of their diſcales, 
and infirmities, Mat. 1 5.3 0.Great wrdritudes came Having 
with them the halt,blad, dumbe, maimed, &c, T hus the 
ten leapers followed him,and eſpecially the nine,that re- 
turned not to giue God praiſe. Zate 17.17, 1]. Sowefolls- 
wed him to gaze on hins and bu miracles, and for this pur- 
pole Herod was glad when Pare had ſenthim to him, 


— 


— 


C3 having | 


Mar. T5.30. 


Luke 17.17. 


— - 


—— —— 


= SW —— - —— — e=—_—_— 


© oe”. —c4curunw \ 
- 


—_ cm 


MusS.19. 


loh 6.16. 


Tok. 10.11. 


——_—— 


— 


The Liebt of the World. 


having beendelirous of a long ſeaſon to ſee him, becauſe 
he had heard many things of him, & truſted to ſee ſome 
{igne done byhim.Zxk.2 18.111, Some folluwed him for 
their belliesſake,as many doe inthele dayer, Thus [ndas 
followed him;znot becauſe he loued him, and embraced 
his doQtrinein lincerity,bur becauſe he was a theefe, and 
had the bag,and bare that which was giuen, /ob» 12.6, 
Thusthe Scrib: followed him. Mar.$.19. Mater I will 
follow thee whither ſoexer then geeft, He imagined in his 
carthly heart,as did «das and the people of the lewes, 
that Chriſt ſhould in the end be cruwned King of the 
lewes,and that he would prefer and aduance his follow- 
ers,an carthly Princes vie to doe. Therefore Chriſt ſhapes 
him an anſwer accordingly,ver/e 2 0.7 be foxe; hare holes 
and the bird: of the beanen haze neſts,but the Sonne of Man 
hath not where to reſt bis head; con{cqueutly he hath no- 
thing at all wherewith to gratific his followers and wel- 
willers. Thus alſo a great multitude followed him over 
th- ſea of Tuherias,and from thence backe ro Capernanm, 
lobn 6 26 Verdy,veriy, | ſay unto you, you ſeche me not be- 
cau'e of the miracles, but becauſe of the loawes that ye ate, 
and were filed, Fourthly, ſome followed him of enuy to 
entangle him,in his ſpeechs,as did the Pharilics, Scribcs, 
Sadduces, Lawyers, and the Hcrodians, which thoughe 
that Herod was the Chriſt, Theſe arc carnall and hy- 
pocriticall followers, which neither arc mcant of bere in 
this place. 

Thetrue following of Chriſt, which here heſpeaketh 
of, is exprelſed by divers limilirudes in the Scripture. 
Tobn 10.21.My ſprepe bere my voice, and [ know them, and 
they follow me,c5c where hearing (ignificth Faith,and fol- 
lowing Obedience, In other countries the ſhepheards 


| driuenot their ſhecpe,but they call them and they follow 


them, Euery flocke knowerh the voice of their owne 
often hearing him,& they follow him, bue 

afrer a ſtrange voicethey will not follow: Even ſo Chriſts 
ſheepe, 
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ſheep,the eleR,heare his word,they know it and acknow- 
ledge itzand are obedient to it, that is, they ſuffer them- 
ſclues ro be ruled, and governed by their chiefe ſhep- 
heard lelus Chriſt, ſpeaking tothem and calling them ro 
him in his word, yes clocking them together as the hen 
doth her chickens, Aſfar.23.31. But mark the cauſe why 
they heare & obeyhim,in theſe words( And! know them.) 
This knowing is not onely vnderſtood of Gods fore- | 
knowledge, whereby he knew who were his from before | 
all cimes,but of his knowing of them effeRually in time. 
I call it cfteRuall knowledge when the eleR are polletled 
of this knowing or acknowledging them,by the inward 
calling of his ſpirit, And this atſurance of Gods know- 
ing them,acknowledging and owning them, is the cauſe | 
why they know and acknowledge him, and are dcligh- | 
ted with his word. | 
Againe,this true following of Chriſt is farther exprel- | 
ſed in Epheſ.5.1. Therefore be ye followers of Godyas deare | Ephel.5.1. 
children. T his verſe is a conclulion of an exhortation of 
the la{t end of the verſe afore going, forgine ye one ano- 
ther, even a4 God for Chriſts ſake bath forquen you : There- 
fare be ye followers,cc. Children wee know doe imitate 
their parents,not onely in deeds and words, but euenin 
the affections of their hearts, and imaginations of their 
minds,reſembling them inwardly,as they doe outward- 
ly , ſo that a man may ſay, this is right the fathers child, 
or the father will neuer be dead whiles the child liveth. 
Now the reaſon bereof is, becauſe he hath received the 
ſpirie of generation from the father,which frameth,fa- 
ioneth, and worketh him into the: image, ſimilitude, 
identity or felfeneile ( as 1 may (ay )of his father : And 
this isa deare childe, becauſe the father doth not onely 
loue his child, but himſelfe alſo in the child ; and the 
child not onely loueth his father, but himſelfe in the fa- 
ther ; ſo that the one cannor hate the ether,vnlefſe he 
hate himſelfe;and neuer man hated his owne fleſh, Ther- 
| fore 
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fore this vnion is molt firme,and per Il: euen 
ſothe children of God doe carry the relemblance and 
likene(le of God in the inncr man, in holineſle by obe- 
dience tothe firſt Table, and righteouſnelle, by ubedi- 
eacetothe {:cond Table of the Commandments, which 
both proceed from Louec,and Loue fromFaith, 
Thereforc'as God is holy, fo are his children holy. 


| Leu. 11. 44. 1 am the Lord your God, be [aniliſied and be 
| holy for the Loyd your God am holy. Az God is righteous, 


loare they righteous. 1 oh.3.7, He that doth righteouſ- 
meſſe us righteous, enen 4s he 15 righteous, As God is merci- 
full cucn (o are they mercifull. Zeke 6.36. As God us lowe, 
ſo walks they in lone £pbeſ. 5.2, Walke in lout;eurn a4 Chriſt 
hath loxed ws.1 Tob.3.14. We know we ave tranſlated from 
death to life, becauſe we lone the brethren. As God iserue 
andiuſt inall his words and works, ſo are they without 
hypocrilie, and doubting,both in reſpeRt of God their 


-father,andin reſpe& oftheir brethren, For the firſt, it is 


commanded /o/-24.14. Feare the Lord and ſerne him in 
vprightueſſe and trath,1 Sam.12, 24. Feare the Lord and 
ſerne himin truth with all thy heart. For the ſecond, it is 
commanded, Epheſ.4.:5.Caft away lying and ſpeake enery 
one truth to his neighbour. The reaſon of the commande- 
ment is inthe words following, drawne from the con- 
iun&ion of our members ( for we are one anothers mens- 
berr)bue whoſe members are we ? that the 1 5. verſe de- 
clareth, of Chrift our head imo whom we grow and by whoſe 
ſpirit wa are hue together, Therefore if we be the true 
members wefollow Chriſt our head : Contrarily, if we 
be not eruemembers, but falſe, counterfeit, and dead 
limmes,we are cue off from him, ſeparate to the world, 
and bodily luſts:or at leaſt if we be not apparanely ſepa- 
rate from him, but doe till ourwardly profeſle him,yer 
doc we draw no vertue from him, leauing no feeling 
thereof in vs,cither mortifying ſinne in vs,or quickning 
vs tonewnelle of life;but are as the dead branches grow» 
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ing in the tree, but drawing no ſucke or iuyce of life out 

the tree, Secondly, if we be falſe and dead limbs,then 
are weleparate from the other members, having no 
hearty fellowſhip with them. 

I nced not co amplite this following,wh:reby Gods 
children follow him,by any more (pecialls ; for as they 
follow him in bholineile, righteouſnetſe, mercifulnetle, 
loue,truth,vprighenelle,ſo alfo in all other things.1 Pev, 
1.I5.As be which hath called you is holy, even ſo be ye holy 


in all mamer of conuer/ation, ſat.5.48, Be you perfett as | 


your father which is m heauen,ts pay t Pet.2.9. Tearea 
choſen generation,a rojall Prieſthood,an boly nation, a pecu- 
liar peoplegthat ye ſhould ſhew forth the wvertues of him that 


bath called you out of darkneſſe into his maruellous light. 
To this purpoſe allo Chriſt faith, 3ſat.5-16, Let your | 


light ſo ſhine before men that they may ſee your good worker, 
glorifie your Father which is un heauen, Tea, this us 
the end of your eleftion, redemption, and callmg, exen our 


ſantiification,s Pet,2.2. 
Now the caule why the children of God doe fo re- 


ſemble him in true wiſedome,righteouſneſle, and hoh- | 
neſle,is becauſe they haus recetued from him the (pirie | 


of regeneration-/ob 3.4. Except a man be borne of water 
and rhe ſpirit he cannot enter mts the hingdome of God; that 
is, neither into the kingdome of grace, nor into the 
kingdome of glory. He 1s calledthe (pirit of adoption, 
Rom.$.1 5, Tow hawe not recciued the {pirit of bondage 


to feare againe, but the (ſpirit of adoption, whereby we | 
cry Abba,or call God father, Whatſocuer we are, how | 


morally good ſocuer we be, we are but children of 
wrath, quite cut off from God, having no part atall in 
him;wild Olives, Rem.1 1.24. Baſtards and runnagates, 


' a8 Canand Cham, vntiill Godadopt vs into his family, | 


giving vs the {piricoffonnes,of his owne free mercy,and 
grace, 7.3.5.6 Ezzch,36.26.17. Becauſe this politicall 


terme of adoption is vſed often in the Epiſtles, I will 
D briefly 
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bricfly declare the meaning thereof. 

Generation or begerting of children is naturall or le- 
gall:legall generation isa politicall aRt maintaining na- 
ture, ordained for their comfore,which haue no chidren, 
the law prouiding children for them,whom nature hath 
tailed. And thus may a man be (aid to beget children 
le ally. 

R Legall generation is allo twofold, Adrogation and 
adoprion. Adrogation is when he that is a free man, and 
vnder no mans power, authority or cummand, viz.nei- 
ther of tather, or maſter, is recetued into the place of a 
ſonne,by an other, which thus by law becommeth his 
father, And if he that is thus adrogare haue children, 
they arcalſo vnder his power, as Nephewes, that is, his 
ſons children. 

Adoption is when he that is vnder the power of an 
other,whether father or maſter,is taken by another man 
to be his ſonne and heire. And if he haue ſonnes that is 
thus adopted, they arc the nephewes of the adoptour, 


| Andal hehea cannot giue the ſpirit of a 


ſonne vnto him(which only the naturall father can do) 
yet is theadopted ſo obliged & bound to him for thoſe 
fo great benefits both of freedome and inheritance, as 
that he cannot but for ever be moſt thankfull co him, 
yea alwayes ready and deſirous to teftifie the ſame by 
his louc,dutifulnelTe,obedience, and all mcanes towards 
his adoptour, cuen as he were his owne ſonne, and he 
his naturall father. 

To apply this. We,euen the belt that cucr was, were 
vnder the puwer of others, to wit, inthe bondage, and 
vnder the tyranny of the diuell, and ſinne, who had ab- 
ſolute power and command ouer vs : and we miſera- 
ble wretches yeelded our (clucs willingly, yea with de- 
light, into ſubicion, and homag® vntothem, being 
deſtitute of the knowledge of God and godlines . Now 
God of his owne free louc,mercy,and grace, redeemed 
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vs out of the thraldome of thoſe tyrants with the | 


bloodſhed and death of his owne fonne : which wil. 
lingly ſubmitted himſelt in obedience to his father here. 
in; for by novther price, nor other meanes could this 
purchaſe be made. Who becauſe he was not only per. 
feRt man,but perfect God allo, did by the (pirit of (an- 
ification free himſelfe from the graue,the puniſhment, 
and impuration of our linnes , and by the power of the 
lame raiſed himlelfe from death vnto life, corruption, 
and death hauing no povver ouer him. This lanRifying 
ſpirit ofthe ſonne hath the Father giuen vs, that by the 
power thereof our bond-mens minds, wills, atteions, 
_ be morrtified and crucihed; and that ſonne-like 
and (pirituall minds, wills,afteions, might be pur into 


' vs,daily renuing vs into the nature of ingenuous, and 


freeborne ſonnes. This is mere then the legall father 
can doe.For he can doeno more but binde 


his 
bodily freedome,and earthly inheritance;but God hath 


or adoptour 
ſonne to thankfulnetle for his benefits of | 


given vs the ſpiritof his ſonne, whereby we aremade and | 


eran{formedinto naturall ſonnes, and therefore att<io- 
ned towards him,as the child is cowards his naturall fa- 


thel. Much more thankfull therefore, louing, dutifull | 


and obedient ought weto be (if we be true fonnes)ro 
God our father, and Chrift our redeemer, 'thaet hath 


| 


| 


{o dearcly bought vs out of the power of (inne, death, | 


and damnation,and brought vs into the glorious liber- 
ty ofſunnes, and hope of cucrlalting inheritance toge- 
ther with his owne ſonne. 

Therefore it is apparant, that it is the ſpirit which 
quickneth, begetteth, faſhioneth, and conformeth the 
children of God into the (imilitude and likenes of God 
their father, wherein at the firſt they were created, and 
into which they are renewed by the holy Ghoſt, by 
the Goſpell of faith. This begetting andqaickning ſpi- 


ritis called immortall ſecede. 1. Pet. 1,23, Being borne 
D 2 anew 
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a new, not of morrall ſeede, but of immorrall, by the 
word of God, &c. 1 [oh. 3.9. Whoſcener i borne of God 
ſinneth not, becauſe hu ſeede remaineth in him, &c. This 
ſeede is notthe cilence of the holy Gholt, but the pow- 
er thereot,begerting faith of the Goſpell in vs, crucify- 
ing the body of (inne in vs, and renuing vsinto the 
image of God.Roms. 1.1 3.14. if ye mortifie the deeds of the 
fleſh by the poit.ye ſhall lrue:for as mary a4 are led bythe ſþi- 
rit of God,are theſonnes of God.Tit.; 4.WWe are ſaned by the 
waſhing of the new birth,and renwing of the holy Ghoſt, 
Toconclude this poine then : As the child doth imi- 
tate the father by the vnion: and identicy of the ſpirit 
communicated vato bim from the father : euen fo the 
child of God doth imitate andfollow Chriit by the vni- 
on of the ſpicit of God and Chri(t, «hich the Apoſtle 
calls participation of the diuine nature, 2 Pet, 1.4. Hher- 
by moſt great and pretious prom/es ave gwen no viz that 
[4 them ye ſbould be partakers of the godly nature, m that ye 
flee the corruption which 1s mthe world through luſt, 
neſt Hereupon it may be demanded, how we are 
partakers of the godly nature, and how we are ſaid pro- 
ay the ctuldrenof God. 
[We are partakers of the gudly nature two wayes. 
Firſt, inreſpcR of the effe, vertues, and g ts of the 
holy Ghoſt working in vs, and by vs; as, firſt, enlight- 
ning our minds with the true knowledge of Chrilt : (e- 
condly, begetting faith jn vs, and incorporating vs into 
Chriſt : thirdly, purging outthe leauen of naturall cor- 
ruption invs : fourthly, faſhioning vs into new obedi- 
ence :fiftly,applying Chriſt with his gifts, and treaſures 
ento vs: {ixtly, leading vs into all truth : ſeventhly,com- 
forting vs inaffictons : cightly,ſealing the certainty of 
our inheritance in our hearts by his teflimony,as a 
pledge or carnelt of the promiſes of God, Epbe/. 1.14. 
Hence it is that he is callcd The (pirit of wiſedomee, and 
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bnowledze,and frare of the Lord, Eſay, 11. 2. Becauſe hee 
begetteth,workerh, and increaſeth ehole vertues and gra- 
cesin vs. Likewile the fpirit of meekneſſe, Galat, 6.1, The 
ſpirit of faith. 2 Cor. 4.13. The ſpuritof lone, 2 Tam, 1.7. 
Morevuu. rthe Apoltics were paitakers of the divine na- 


they were cauued for the execution of their Apoſtolicall 
othce. 


| relpetol the eilence of God : not that Gods eflence is 
| any part of vs; but as heis God cuery where filling hea- 
uenand earth with his ellence, fois hein (peciall man- 


Auall inthem. Whereupon Pax/laith, Rom.S$. 11, The 
ſpirit of him which hath raiſed wp leſus dwelleth im you, 
| [0b.1 4.2 3.1f any one love me he will keep my word, and my 
| Father will lowe him, and we will come and dwell with him, 
| God is preſent with the wicked allo, but it is1nſuch fort 
| asth- ludge is preſent withthe malefactors, 


pared to the follo« ing of light, or to a lanterne that gi- 
ueth light to travellers ro goe the right way without 
error, falling or (tumbling. Such a compariſon the Plal- 
miſt maketh,P/al.t19.,105. Thy word i alanterne to my 
feet that 1 might not ſtumbleynor erre, The word then, both 
ſhewerh the right way for a Chriſtian to walke in, and 
guideth him in the right way to walke without offence. 
So that to follow the light is to haue our converſation 
inthis world according tothe word of God, which by 
his ſonne he hath (ent and revealed to vs,andis etteRuall 
| inthemthat areſaued, bringing.them out of the dark- 
nelle of this world into the glorious light and ſunſhine 
; of his kingdome and grace. T hus much of the exhorts- 
; tion. It followeth now to ſpeake of the negatiue reaſon 
iaforcingthe lame, 
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ner with,and in his children, and by his preſence is effec. | 


Thirdly,jin this place the following of Chrilt is cem- | 
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rure ia reſpe of thoſe extraurdinary gifts wherewith | 


Secondly, we arc partakers of the godly nature, in | 


Rom. $.11, 


 Toh-14.23. 


Plal.t 19.105. 
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| II, Shallnot walke in darhneſſe. 
What itis towalke or live in darknetle, the Apoltle | 
plainly declareth, Zphe/.4. 17.18. 19, the 17 verle is a 
dehortation, Walke not as other Gentiles doe m the vanity | 
of their munds, Vanity of mind is a privation or want of 
true wiſedome and knowledge, whereupon the imagi. | 
| nations of the minde,the attcions of the heart, and a- 
| ions of life, arc not according to true wiſedome and 
| knowledge,but vaine,that is,fooliſh,fruitlefſe, vnprohi- 
, Rom.6.411 | table, ro noend. Rom. 6,21, What frun had you then in 
| ; theſe things whereof you are now aſhamed ? for the end of 
| theſe thmgs death, | 
' lInthe two verſes following, he farther expreiſeth 
| this vaine andfooliſh life of the Gentiles, ſhewing and 
; declaring it by the cauſes thereof, which are ewo. The 
firſt is in the 18. verſe, namely the corruption of the 
| mind. The ſecond is inthe 19,verſc,and that is remorce- 
leſneſle of conſcience. 
Thecorruption of the minde (tands in two things. 
Firſt,in the preſence of cuill(hanmy ther copnation dark- 
ned. )Secondly, inthe ablence of good ( Bring ſtranger; 
fromthe life of God,) 
Concerning the darknelle of the minde, I thus ex- 
preſſeit, Man was created in the image of God, thats, 
Col.z.10 inthetrue knowledge of God.Co/. 3,10. And have put on 
' thenew man,which i renned in knowledge, after the image 
of him that hath created him, and in true righteouſneſſe and 
| Epheſ'5.24 | holineſſe, Epheſ.5. 24.Pwton the new man,which after God 
| tecreated m righteouſneſſe and true bolimeſſe, This know- 
| ledge was as a pure andelcarelightintheminde 6f man; 
but after that by thefall man was ſeparated from God, | 
this lighe was darkned, that is, this knowledge was cor- 
rupted with ignorance as a —_— of the fall, ſo 
that there remained onely ſome {mall notions, glim- 
mering, or remainders of light or knowledge in _ 
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Then againe, this light or remainder of knowledge is 


farther corruptcd by the frowardneſle of the affetions 
and will, Now this (mall remnant being taken away, 


there ſucccedeth meere darkneile, and brutiſh igno- | 
| rance. Mar. 6,: 3.1f the light that iu mi thee be darknes, how 


Mat.6.3 3. 
| 


reaſon be darkned through the malice of thy heart, | 


there is nothing but meere darknetle. 

Secondly, the corruption of the mind Rlandeth in 
the abſence of good ( franger: from the life of Gol.) Life 
is natucall,or ſpirituall ; the former we haue by genera- 


motion,lenſe,and reaſon. 


——— _ 


| tion from Adew, and it it the function of the loule in 


Spirituall life is that which we haue by regeneration | 


ornew birth, which is the ation of che holy Ghoſt be- 
getting faith in vs, by the power whereof we deſtroy 


| the body of linne, and are renued into the image of 


' God, which is herecallcd the life of God. This lite of 


- — — 


| God 1s declared by the caule thereof, that is, their ig- | 


God Paw/doth plainly declare,Gal, 2. 19. 20, That 1 
mught line to God 1 am crucified with Chriſt ( 4s touchin 
the old man) 0. This 1 lme, yet not I now, but Chriſt linet 
ws me( bug ſprrit workgth new obedience in me.)In the words 
following he defineth this dying tu linne, and new- 
neſle of life by the cauſe( And in that I now luve inthe fleſh, 
I live by the faith of the ſonne of God, )The Gentiles and 
prophane perſons are far trom this godly life. 
Furthermore this their (trangenetle from the life of 


to wit,the hardnelle of their heart, which is the peruerſe- 


; nelſle of the will and of the affections m the heart. 
And becauſe froward and perucrſe men duereliſt, and | 
; (ecketo quench the (mall lighe that is in them, there- | 


: 


| foobſband frmitleſſe lung. 


| foreGod giuerh them vp into areprobate minde voide 


of all 1wJgemene.Nors, 1 .2 8. Thus the firſt cauſe of vaine, 
The 
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The ſecond cauſe is remorceleſneile of conſcience, 
verſe 19.Woich being paſt feelmg, hane ginen them/elues to 
wantonneſſe. Cultome in linne hardncth the heart, and 
the heart being hardned rebelleth againſt che mind,and 
putteth out the lighe of reaſon, which bringeth a curſe | 
vponthe conſcience, and taketh away all remorſe of 
finne, which is a token of reprobation, The Apoſtle 
callerh ita ſeared conſcience that cannot bleed. r Tim. 
4.2. Thus have | ſh:wed what itis ro walkeindarknetle 
which is to live,not accordingto the knowledgeof God, 
and his waves, but according to the imaginations and 
corrupt affections of our owne hearts, And thus doe all 
men naturally lwe, though never {o wiſe, learned, ci- 
uill,and great in the world; their whole life is fooliſh, 
fruitletſe , voprofitable , and their end is crernal| 


Forthe further clearing of this point, I will ſhew 
in what particulars the vaine and fooliſh life of the ig- 
norant is compared to darknelle, 

Firſt, darknelleisa privation and want of light : ſo | 
ſpirituall darknetle,chat is,the ignorance, and blindneſle | 


| of the heartis a priuation,and want of thelight or know- | 


ledge of God. | 


| 
Secondly, indarkneſſe all things arc inviſible, one | 
thing cannot be diſcerned from another : Blacke, and | 


' white, good and cuill, hurtfull things and profitable 


things arenot diſcerned $0 in ſpiritual darkneiſe, men 
call good cuill,and euill good ; linnc is delightfull and 
ſweetto themyyea they coun tit abhomination todepart 
from cuill. 1 Per. 4.4 WWheremi®: ſeemeth ſtrange mo them, 
that yee run not with them to the ſame exceſſe of riat, there- 
fore fprake they exill of you. 

T hirdly, in darkneſle a men knowes not the right 
way,though he be never ſo quickel1ghted, and although 
he beer init, yer will he ſoone goe altray, running into 
by- paths and dangerous waycs, like a blind man z n in 
pi 
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, So in ſpiricuall darknellc, ignorance of God in his word,a | 
'0 man knowes not the way of life: this narrow way he can 
d not finde,& though he be neuer (o ſubcill,politicke,wile, 
d and learned, well may he grope for the ſtreight gat:, | 
o as the menof Sodome did for Lot: dore, bur he ſhall ne» | 
f | uer be ableto finde it; and though he daily looke on it, | 
e yet ſhall he not diſcerne it : All his wayes are thewayes 
', of death, and the good and right way (eemeth to him 
C to be the worl(t WAY. | 
d, Fourthly;if this light of theſunne were noe,thecarth | 
d ſhould be a very picture and reſemblance of hell,a con- 


Il fuſed malle, or heape of beaſts, foules, and men, one 
« thing treading other vnder foot, nothing but hunger, 
by | thirl, cold, nakednellc,feare,terrours, ſorrow,deſpaire, 
II mourning,and wailing, continuall dying ,one thing de» 
youring another: Euen fo in ſpiritual darkneſle, where 
” the knowledge of Gods word is nor, there is a reſem- 
g- blance of bell,and men are like diuels: chere is nothing 
but diſorder and confulion, no dueties towards God, 
(© | nor towards man put in practiſe. Where this glorious 
le light of the Goſpell ſhineth not in the hearts of men, 
= they are like to beaſts and Serpents, yea, they degene» 
rate into the natures of all noiſome and venemous | 
wn beaſts. Firſt,they hatch cockatrice egges, that is, what- 
1 ſocuer commeth from themis deadlypoyſon.E/ay 59.5. [Ul 59-5. 
ie T he poiſon of a. wn i wnder their lippes, Pſal.14.5, De- . 
” ſtruttion and wnhappines is in their waies,yerſe 7, Second- 
nd ly,they are vipers, children deuouring parents, and pa- 
re rents their children. Mar.3.7. Thirdly, are as fed "Pp 
”, horſes,of onbrideled and adulterons luſts, ler.5, 8, Fourthly, | 
Rainy ens neigbing m the nilory and downfall of thew 
h neighbours libs to ſtrong horſes. Ter.50.11, Filtly, deſtroy- 
n ing their Prophets, teachers, inſtruftors, and the poore, 
B like ro Lyons-Jer.2.30,P/al.10.9.6 22.1 3, Sixtly, (ub- | 
oe tileand wilely to deceiue, like Foxes, Zakg 23.32. SE- [Luk 32. 
ry E ucnthly, | 
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venthly,Girning and running about like dogges, if they 
be not ſatisfied in their vnlatiable defires, P[al. 59.14. 
Eſay 56.11. Eightly, rauenous and greedy of the prey, 

full of cruelty, and without all mercy, like to wolues, 

Mat. 7. 15. Where the light of the Golpell ſhineth 

not in che hearts and mindes of men whae can there be 

but pride, vaineglory, drunkenneſle, exceſſive drink- 

ings,opprelſion, deceiving one another, and being de- 
ceived, eucry Superiour rreading his Inferiour vnder 
foote;politicke and craftic circumuenting one another, 
wily intrapping and inſnaring one another; coulſenage, 
fraudulent dealing,diſſembhi, » and lying in bargaining, 
bloodſucking by cruell opprei/15n hatetull and heathe- 
niſh rent-racking,vaine and prodigall ſpending, volup- 
tuous living, and licentious gaming, murthers, enuy, 
if1 will, contention. and trouble, whoredomes, adulre- 
teries, and wantonneſle? Theſe and ſuch like, are the 
workes of darkneile, cuen of them that are alive in 
body, and dead in foule, But Chrilt is che light of 
the world :they that follow him ſhall not liue in luch 
darkneile, but ſhall have the light of life. Thus 
much of the negatiue reaſon : the affirmative fol- 
loweth, 


ITII. But halt have the light of life, 


There betwo lights of life, or lively lights. Firſt the 
knowledge of God in righteoulacilſe and holineile, 
participated by the ſonne of God tu Adamin the crea- 
tion,jis called lively lighe: I Gay,the naturall knowledge 
of Godin Adam before the fall, was the light ofnaturall 
life, which life ſtood in abſolute holinciTe, which was 
his perfeft obedicace to the firſt Table, and abſolute 
righteouſcetc, which was his obedience to the ſecond. 
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Bue this liucly light by the fall was extinguiſhed, yer 
not wholly,but ſo buried in ignorance and impurity, as 
it isof no force to bring forth in vs any pure worſhip 
of God, or bolineſle of life, but ſerueth rather co bridle 
and reſtraine vs from outragious linne, and to giuevs 
ſomelightto diſcerne our ignorance and malice, to our 
owneacculation and condemnation, {o that it is a dead- 
ly and not a lively light, 


knowledge of God in Chriſt. Of God in Chrilt recon- 
| cilingtheworldto himlelfe : of God in Chrilt our mer- 
cifull and louing father :of God in Chrilt redeeming and 
purchaſing vs againe, when by linne we were veterly 
loſt : of God in Chriſt reſtoring vs tolight, thatwereve- 
terly blinde,and ignorant : of God in Chrilt abolifhin 
the body of linne,and corruption in vs:of Godin Chrill 
renuing vs into his uwne image and likenes,from which 
by Adams tranſgreſlion we fell : of God in Chriſt, tur- 
ning the curſe of the carth,with all at flitions and trou- 
bles, into bleſſings and meancs to erernall blitle : of 
God in Chriſt, preparing 'a kingdome and heauenly 
Citty for ys, whole pauements, walles, and buildings 
are of Golde, Pearle, Emeraldes , Chryſolites , Car- | 
buncles, and all coltly ornaments, a thouſand times 
excelling the Sanlium Santtorum of Salomins Terple 
in glory, 

Hethat followeth Chriſt hath this lively light in 
himy he that followeth him not,hath no lighe in him, 
but is ſhut vp in ignorance and darknelſle, Hee 1 lay 
that denying carnall wiſedome, and fleſbly luſts, doth 
follow him,is enlightnedto ſee and behold the glory of 
God in ſaving the cle&, by and through Chriſt, which 
| the Goſpell ſerteth forth : And by vertue of this light 

and lauing knowledge is he made partaker of the divine 
nature, that is quickned to live the life of God, which 
| E 2 ſands 


The ſecond light is a new knowledge, that is, the | 
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ſtandsin new obedience. He therefore that followeth 
Chriſt hath che light of life, 

What it is to haue the light of life,or to walke in the 
light,is plainely expreſſed. ob. 12. 35. 36. Tet a little 
while the light is with you; walte while yee have hight, 
leaſt the darkneſſe come wvpon you, ec, Chrilt exhor- 
teth hzere tos walke in the light, which (ignifieth two 
things. 

Firlt,to belecue in himyas itis inthe verſe following, 
while yee haue light, beleens mthe lirhrycoc, fir(t, Iay, 
to walke in the light ſignificth to beleeue in Chriſt, 
our wiſedome, righteouſnetle, fanAification, redemp- 
tion. 

Secondly, it ſignifieth the performance of all duties 
worthy of a Chriltian,which is to haue our conuerſation 
according to our faith 4n him. For as the light of the 
day is giuznto veto walke, and labour in our callings; 
cuen (9 this ſpirituall light or day,ſhining in the Goſpel, 
is giuen tovs to walke, to labour, and ro liue therein, 
And he that walketh not in the light of the Goſpel, 
walketh in darkneſle, euen after the imagination of his 
owne corrupt heart,in the craftine(ſe and deceiucable- 
neffe of fleſhly luſts. For the further clearing of this 

int, will ſhew in what particulars this liucly & ſaving 

nowledge of God in Chriſt, revealed in the Goſpell, 
— to the cleft by the ſpirit, is called 
Light, 

Ficl, the light is ſo glorious a creature, that no 
fleſhly eye can behold it, being in a ſubieRt of nature, 
like itſeife, as the Sunne is : cuen fo the light of the 
Goſpell is ſo glorious, that the eye of mans reaſon 
—_— cannot in the leaſt meafureappre- 

end it, 

Secondly, the light is pleaſant, delightfull, cheerfull, 
comfortable, ioyfull, and hopefull; bur in the _—_ 
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of lighe there is heauinelle,ſadneſle, leepinelle, penſiuc- 
 neſſe,ſorrowfulnetle, diſpairfulnetle,fearefulneile : euen 


ſo, this ſauing knowledge placeth the foule in much 
more happineile, and felicity, affording true and cuer- 
laſting pleaſures,true delights, true cheerfulneile, true 
comforts, true ioyes, true hope, which the miſcries 
and affli tions of this life cannut abvliſh or corrupt, 
ſceing that they are the rayes and beames of the Sunne 
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of rightcouſnelle, ſhining in vs, How invincible, and 
vnquenchable is this ſaving knowledge, the light of | 


life ? 

Thirdly,the viſible light is the life of the materiall 
world, maintaining life, motion, ſenſe, in all creatures 
in the hi:mamente aboue, and elements below , cucn 
ſo this (auing knowledge is the life of the ſpirituall 


world, that is, the companie of Gods ele, kindling | 


ſpiritual life in them,giuing ſpirituall wiſedome,vngder- 
Manding reaſon, lenle, motion, vntothem, whereby 
they ditter from other men,morethen other men differ 
from beaſts. 

Fourthly, as by the ſhining light all things are vili- 
ble to vs,and cuery thing is diCermed and knowne:even 
ſo by this ſauing knowledge are all things made mani- 
felt to the eyes of our minds, For by vertue hereof, we 
diſcerne betweene good and cuill, betweene holinetle 
and prophaneneſTe,betweene true wiledome and world- 
ly craftineile, betweene the true worſhip of God, and 
idolatrie, or falſe-worſhippe , betweene lincerity and 
hypocrilie, between the workes of light and darkneſle, 
betweene Chrilt,and Antichriſt; between God and the 
Divell, whocan transforme himlſelfe into an Angell of 
light,to blinde the cyecs of Infidels, that they that want 


| this knowledge diſcerne little or nothing at all between 


the one and the other, yea they altogether take the one 
for theother, like cothe blind man that goeth conhi- 
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l, the contrary way. 
Fiftly,as the lighe doth enlighten the bodily eyes, 


Ce Rs 


without ſtumbling or falling : even (o this ſaving 
knowledge ſheweth the right way to cter- 
nall bliſle , and guideth vs without 
falling into the pitfalls of Satan, 
and this wicked 
world. 


FINIS. 


whereby we ſce to walke in the right way, and that] - 
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